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FORTHETIMES ARETHEYPA NGI NGO ?

A Jewish Syllabus on Leadership Development
A Message From Rabbi Jonathan Lubliner

I have recently been on a kick of reading presidential biographies: D g
Mc Cu | | dobhngAddamms well as hif r u ma n ; E d mhrea d
volume series on Theodore Roosevelt; and most recergant: A Biog-
raphyby William McPheely. While | have always been interested in
tory, in reading these books | have been most fascinated about
draws individuals to positions of authority, and the ways in which p4
sonal character and power interface with one another. Why would
person want to be President? How does running for office impact o
personds val uwcsver®n dvhiae | iheafpp eaarsd t 0
personality once ensconced in the White House?

Of all the holidays on the religious calendar, Purim and Passover arguably have the most to teach us

about Jewish leadership values. Haman seeks power, but is denied access to its prerogatives;
cai, Esther and Moses are reluctant to embrace the mantle of leadership, but ultimately play p
roles in shaping Jewish history. Ahasueru
between having power and demonstrating genuine leadership; whether malleable and sluggish
case of the Persian ruler, or reactive and

passivityd far from shaping destiny, they are no more than tools in the hands of larger circumstances.

Asmidrasi r oni cally observes, despite all of Ph
they let Israel go, and their wealth was given to the departing sléesk h i | tha/ay8®)s h a |

Among presidents my own favorite remains Harry Truman. While he certainly made his sha
mistakes and had his blind spots, he also demonstrated a level of personal integrity in simply
himself in the public eye. He came into the office unexpectedly, yet grew in skill and wisdom wi
sacrificing his innate modesty. He prized loyalty, and never forget a friend, even when politically
pedient. A faithful husband and devoted father, Truman distrusted politicians who wanted the tru
the electorate, but could not even maintain the trust of their spouses.

In the midst of presidenti al primaries, we
who pursues office, office fl ees f r GamunaiVayikra
83). At first blush, reality would seem to contradict the observation. Pit Bull tenacity, money, ta

ed spin doctors and a takeo-prisoners attitude are the stuff of which successful candidates are made.
Yet the real pointd somewhat lost in translatiod is that in the pursuit of office one can often lose

/ SHABBAT SERVICES

Services will be led by
Rabbi Jonathan Lubliner, Rabbi Jesse Olitzk
andHazzan Jesse Holzer

Friday, March 2
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Miller
Morning Service: 7:10 AM
Evening Service: 6 PM
Candle lighting: 6:08 PM
Oneg Service: 7:30 PM

Saturday, March 3
Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Miller
Torah Portion: TETZAVEH
Shdarit: 9 AM

ifdual 6s Minha:5:15 PM

Friday, March 9
Morning Service: 7:10 AM

Morde- Evening Service: 6 PM

ivotal Candle lighting: 6:13 PM
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a Morning Service: 7:10 AM

Evening Service: 6 PM
Candle lighting: 7:18 PM

Saturday, March 17
) SISTERHOOD SHABBAT
IN€Xrorah Portion: VAYAKHEIPEKUDEI
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mi ght pigay, m&rdh23 t o
one wWwWoming Serei®:s7:1GAMo m o

Evening Service: 6 PM
Candle lighting: 7:22 PM
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ffic

the very qualities of self that make for succedMENDIS CedBe SHABBAT o
gone if he had taken a poll in Egypt, o6 Harry TrEWQSﬁ;rt'?“S\%lKRﬁondered.
: . ; s darit:
rary candidates get without constantly taking polls all day long~ Mirha: 6:30 PM
In our time, those who seek office seem to be more intent on turning their opponents into straw men .
than buildi for thei intearity. Th to admit mistak . ¢ . Friday, March 30
an building cases for their own integrity. e cgurage 0 admi .mls akes, an expression o genume Morning Service: 7:10 AM
respect, rather than | ip service, for the i|/deas aEQéi!]ingasgnr,]de:%p,\ﬁments of
for votes, the integrity of articulating oneds cqanmdelightihg: @26PM and [t he
has all the answers . . . these would be on the syllabus of a course in Jewish leadership develgpment.
. . . . . . . " Saturday, March 31
Until the Federal Election Commission requires presidential candidates to demonstrate these qualities Torah Portion: TZAV
before throwing their hats into the ring, those running for office would do well to keep the same sign Shaarit: 9 AM
that President Truman once kept on his de$k o , not the famous, 0The buck Minapm30PMer e, 6 but -
tation from Mark Twain: OAl ways do right. This wil/l ratify solme p

As we make our way toward Purim and Passover, holidays rich in lessons of leadership development,

let us consider the ways in which we can better lead our lives as individuals and together cha
future of our community.

Susan, Avichai, Elior and Itamar join me in wishing you a joyous Purim and a meaningful Passov:

Weekly Service Times:
Sundays:

8:30 AM & 6:15 PM

Monday & Thursdays:

7:10 AM & 6:15 PM*

t the

*On Thursday, March 1, evening minyan
I will begin at 6 PM
**Daylight savings time begins
on Saturday evening, March 10



|

Membership COMMUNITY HAIRIGIIFAE

Nachas t oé

...Greg & Barbara Arnold on the birth of a granddaughtBipa Fay Burkhard,on November

25. Parents: Sara BurkhardMartin Bracke

éMarilyn Fel dstein, wh o was recently honored
Award" from the University of North Florida, the American Society for Training and Development
(ASTD) and the Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM).

é Rabbi David & I nge Gaf f n e ygramchild,t Ezra Hilkeli Mo¢hé, boonf
December 13 to Rabbi Gaffney's granddaughter and her husband, Jordana & Avi Moche. Jordar
parents are Shalva & David Gilner.

éEst her & Mi chael Raf f ol on their marriage on December
Yegelwel, and Mary Anne & Robert Raffol.
éRubye Safer, who cel ebrated her 95th Birthday on Janua

é Jon Mitzmacher on his success Waéare al verypiowa tofi Jonnandocbngratilage hild o@rc thio r
momentous occasionThis has been many years of hard work, not an easy task whatsoever!

€ Anita & Jack Dittman, celebrating their 70th wedding anniyv
é Arlene and Jerry Rademan on the engagement of their sern,
Mantor of Houston, TX. The wedding will be August 2012 in Oslo, Norway.

€ Anne & Leon Sil ke duossetllled Isrhel, ont Novembier 18. Parentadafalenendnlason Israel of Phoenix.

é Suzanne & Scott Zi mmerman on their daughter, Casie Zi mmer m

We extend our condol ences toé

é El eanor (Charl es) Ber man on the passing of her mot her
...Kenneth (Paula) Horn on the passing of his father, William Horn, on Decembeifest Palm Beach, FGranddaughter:
Jennifer (Jon) DeBardelebdgsreatgrandchildren: Julia & Josh DeBardeleben.

éAl bert Levy on the passing of his sister, Lillian Levy
éJon (Kim) |l sr ael on the passing of his father, Archi e

Eliza.
) éDani el ( Robin) Bl ankstein, on the pa
A special mazel tov to... January 22 in Jerusalem, Israel. Grandchildren: Sarah & Aaron Blankstein.
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OAAREANMIIAXI Sp/ritual Community

Removing our Masks
A Message From Rabbi Jesse Olitzky

I admit that throughout

On the 14" day of the Hebrew month of Adar, coinciding this year with Maréhand &', we celebrate the festival of Purim. Purim
celebrates the Jewish peopl e

heroism of Mor decai and

childhood, I al ways tr i e bkilsimclassilt
was listening to the music that they said was cool, watching movies that they claimed were popular, and wearing clotlees that i n .
sure that this memory resonates with many of us. Part of the adolescent experience was about trying to fit in. Many ohasresize it,
but as adults, we still too often are stuck doing this. The cool music and movies may be replaced by other material gaoelsrbustill
striving to be someone that society tells us to be. We are conscious of what we say, what we do, and how we look in pautie be
are concerned with how others wild]l View us. However, i thp tav e
think about how we view ourselves. Are we being true to ourselves or are we simply wearing costumes and hiding who we2ruly a

of Shushan being saved frone
Esther (and revel in Haman6s dnesands e)
masks to recreate the various banquets and masquerades found in Megillat Esther. Additionally, we wear costumes becdideHsthe
true identity in our narrative. In order to be queen, she hides her Jewish identity. After all, while her Hebrew name mémtiche
beginning of the Megillah is Hadassah, we all know her as her masked identity: Esther. On Purim, it seems that we ackm®wiedke

that each of us wear and the parts of ourselves that we keep hidden.

Masks hide our identities and allow us to be someor
completely different, but we do not put on masks ol
Purim so that we can be someone other thal
ourselves. Rather, we do so to symbolicall
acknowledge that there are parts of ourselves that w
keep hidden. We al | try

eventually stood up to Haman, changed her nan
because she too, wanted to be like everyone else.
God wanted us all to fit in and conform, then we
would all be exactly the same. We would look the
same, have the same talents and skills, and share
same beliefs and thoughts. We are different. We al
unigue. We are alld in our differencesd B6 T z e
Elohim made in Godds i mage.

Thus, we do not wear masks on the L.4f Adar so
that we can pretend to be someone else. We do so ti
experience removing these masks on thé"k§ Adar.
We hide our identities on Purim and pretend to be
someone that we are not. On the 15of Adar
however, we remove those masks. We celebrate oL
differences. We celebrate our uniqueness. We do nc
try to be someone that others want us to be or expecl
us to be. Instead, we embrace the opportunities th:
exist when we are able to be our true selves. May w
all dress up and celebrate this Purim! May the mess:
of Purim give us courage to remove the masks that v
each wear every day and celebrate our individuality!

Chag Sameach!

ATID: TWENTY AND THIRTY SOMETHINGS OF
THE JACKSONVILLE JEWISH CENTER PRESENTS

"L@! JEWISH

Party and Bowling at Latitude 30!

The Center’s Purim Costume

Participate in the

Costume Contest!

Winner receives a Kindle!
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ATID programs are supported by the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism’s Young Adult Outreach Department
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Adult Education at the JJCEAAREA:12ITIXS

Marilyn & Louis Safer Shabbaton - Scholar in Residence
Dr. Reuven Firestone, expert on Jewish -Muslim Relations, comes to Jacksonville
Jewish Center for Marilyn & Louis Safer Shabbaton, April 20 -22, 2012

Dr . Firestone studied at Hebrew Union Coll ege, wh
from in 1980 and rabbinic ordination in 1982. He completed his Ph.D at New York University in Arabic and
Islamic studies in 1988. He has received numerous fellowships for research, in particular for studying holy wai
in both Islamic tradition and Judaism.

From 1987 to 1992, he taught Hebrew literature and directed the Hebrew and Arabic language programs at
Boston University. Since 1993 he has served as associate and then full professor of Medieval Judaism and Is|
at Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles. Professor Firestone is also founder agidector of the Center

for MuslimJewish Engagement (www.usc.edu/cmje).

Professor Firestone has authored several books, includmgneys in Holy Lands: The Evolution of the Abhethaeh Legends in Islamic
ExegesiSUNY Press)Jews, Christians, Muslims in Dialogue: A Practical Haitflbbbeknard Swidler and Khalid Duran (New London,

CT: TwentyThird Publications, 2006 An Introduction to Islam for J@RS)Who are thdRealChosen People: The Meaning of Chosenness in
Judaism, Christianity, and I¢kglight Paths)and over seventy articles on Judaism, Islam, and comparative studies between Judaisn
Christianity and Islam.

Topics for our upcoming Shabbaton inclubldE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM: An Introduction to Islam and its relationship with Juda-
ism (Friday nighit WHOSE JERUSALEM? The Holy City in Judaism, Christianity and Islam (Shabbat morningJIHAD: Its histo-

- A ~ ry, meamn@nd bearing on the Middle East (Shabbat afternogn
 UNFEeSNE [ SENYAY3 | bewEHMOsE® RELATIONS; How do we see one anoth-
¢CKS [/ 2YLX SUS {AailuSNK2 aerR (S{aKmrodoalyue\QeEuJS)Mpﬁqéﬁfﬁmﬁim,conece|c
{|. GdzZNRIF &8> al NDK N-]-a_gt Il_lo_ﬁM_'ﬁo_mp_kms at 2681200, ext. 146 or
lois.tompkins@jaxjewishcenter.com..
CKS WIFHOlaz2ygdAattsS WSgAaK / SYdSNI ! Rdzt & 9RdzOI azy /QYdey)\ue 'y R
{A&d0SNK22R LINRdzRf & oNRyY3 ézd;"'v"w'*‘ ‘ ‘ ' "" T A
{OK2fFNJ Ay wSaARSyOSsz [ Aa|l h - - \J
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(GNBYIGK YR {LX SYR2NY WSoAam k@!\l.['“ﬁ'-‘\*” & Cﬂ@ﬁfﬁ o
{KFookd a2NyAYW 3t | e NIRKBREazRS | Presents 4‘
Ly I N¥yeé 2F 2SI @SNAY 22YSys |GF YR
| ARRdzNJ aAdl O K i * t
- | Passover Pizza Party
{KFtool G [dzyOK s [ St Ny . th £. "
FflodzAaGS G2 br3IY CNRBY {I NIFK_| Monday, March 19", 6:30pm K & NJ
wSO2yaARSNBR® C2fft2¢Ay3a {KI|O dzy OK
2dzNJ OKSO1l A& &2dzNJ NBaSNDI o2y . Come learn how to make Kosher for w{ =t
C A . . 1l . Passover Savory and Dessert Pizzas
/L) 20 UOKS RlFEeée gAOGK | SSééENl. Y ‘
Fl2z2aNl e F2N /1 LIGEAY { LWt RAVIF S Bring your friends, a bottle of kosher Y o1z,
DNR dzOK23> 9Ryl g w201 ¢221 2y . ) ] p
W2AY FLYAtE® FyR FNASYRa F2NJ K« | wine(notrequired)and make ita party! 264
Ay 1 2tftég22R 1 a 6SUBS ySOSNI &= Adufts Only -
5534aSNI FyYyR 6AYyS yYon LY HDS >
o e e > Members - $12pp '
{SYR &2dzNJ OKSO1a (7
WW/  {AaiSNK22RX occH /NBRoy|t To reserve a spot, contact SHHPT
W2YYyA ¢AOTSN) gAtt IhahHoS Rose Tincher @ 292-1000 ext. 110
hNYSAEL €2dzNJ NSaSNBlezy G2 22 rose.tincher@jaxjewishcenter.com
C2NJ Y2ZNB AyF2N¥Ia2y OFft {|Aa Sonce Limited. R Vour Soace Earlv. R _ I
~ _ A N > A T pace imite , Reserve your pace ary, eservation
HOPTHN YZRIE Se220arAaLlINBl XPY Deadline March 16t Payment Required To Reserve A Spot .
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CENTERPIECES Centenarians in our midst...

As a congregation with a history that dates back over a hundred years, we have seen our share of remarkabl
members. Currently, we have three that belong to an exclusive club and whose own long histories are
intertwined with that of the Center. These are our centenarians, who experiences at the Center have made a
strong impact on their lives and have played a prominent part in their own stories.

Mauri ce ( 0Maur y tanily ddgnatddsint Bedharedts His mother, Jenny, arrived in Jacksonville as a
child while his father, Joseph, came to town from Romania when he was 18 years old. It was here in Jacksonvi
that the two of them met through activities at the Center.

Maury and his younger brother Ally were born at home, as was the custom. The family lived too far from the
hospital. However, by the time little brother Billy came along, the family had moved to Riverside, close to St.
Vincentds Hospital where Billy was born.

As a youngster Maury attended school &t 8nd Perry, Kirby Smith Junior High School and then Duval High
School. Maury transferred to and graduated from the then newly constructed Robert E. Lee High. He received his undergnddiasat degrees
from the University of Florida.

An active participant in the Centerds Hebrew School, h g and evasevallb e r
attended by the children in the neighborhood. He | okourdgliysrneaal lo
you a happy new year 6 at the time of the high holidays in the fal

Maury recalls the Jewish community of the early 1900s lived primarily along Monroe, Duval and Adams Streets. The neigbi@iveould often
get together to play baseball and football. He spent time at the YMHA and remembers one particular bazaar where his amtiotzdthe most
beautiful woman in Jacksonville!

Maury met his future wife, Hilda Katz, at a house where he and his Center friends would hang out. She was a memberestithtoFne End club
which met at the synagogue. Maury and Hilda eloped in order to save the expenses and were married by a rabbi in Daytorfeo8aadhaury and
Hilda are blessed with two daughters, four grandchildren and two egemtdchildren! They have celebrated many life cycle tevesith the
congregation over the years. Asked about his most memor abl e exp
remember from year to year, which is why he always looks forward to getting his Center yearbook each year.

Tessi e Tanityiodgindies in Austria. Her parents met in New York where Tessie was born on December
1910. Growing up on the lower east side was an exciting experience as she loved the rich cultural life of the city
her young years; she remembers the Yiddish theaters in particular.

At the time of Tessieds fat her death in 1920, t he
opened up a restaurant on the®Jloor of the apartment building where the family was living. It was a private kod
restaurant which obtained its patrons only through word of mouth; no advertising whatsoever! For sixty five centd
could purchase a homemade, seven course meal, which included challah, fresh fish and, of course, cookies forg &
Tessie was not allowed to help her mother with any of the cooking; her job was to study and do her homework. Ti§ ¢
recalls her mother rising very early in the morning to go to the market to buy fish, which would be kept alive in ther 5\\ :
tub from Wednesday until Friday when her mother would prepare it for Shabbat.

Tessie enjoyed playing piano which she studied for 14 years and reading when she was young. She pursued a generstudguas€ivf College of

New York wanting to become a teacher. Tessie was a modern woman intent on making her own path with without the help foleatboy husband!
However, one day a friend of her mother, call ed t o sseagreadrioghave thistby t e
call her and the rest is history.

Tessie met Samuel Taxier in February and they married in August. He worked for the Pennsylvania Drug Company as a pimdrofteristvorked
odd hours. Tessie and Sam were married for 55 years. Tessie has two daughters and five grandchildren with whom sipedinjgysrsthe phone
often.

In 1946, the family moved to Jacksonville and Sam opened a drug store together with his-brdttver Samuel Kramer. They haballenges, trying to
find a landlord who would rent an apartment to families with children. Tessie found many in the community to be friendgpéud In fact, she
fondly recalls Jack Becker, who rented an apartment to the family near the drug store. She also remembers studying yiBendiaier at home
since they lived in close proximity. She had wanted to learn Hebrew as a young girl, but never had the opportunity oatilesteeJacksonville. Her
daughters worked at the Centerds day camp and were i nuthé Qeptaeltober v
very friendly and down to earth, and is pleased with the currently welcoming nature of the Center today.

o™

Our third member,Doll Davis , currently resides at River Garden and was not available to be interviewed for this article.

These three individuals have lived amazing lives, and have more stories to tell than space permits here. We are ploaiGénéért has played such
a strong role in their own histories and hope many more members will join this prestigious social club. Membership is free.
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Affiliated Organizations EOIREAHIHAES

University of Maryl a

W Jewish A Cappella Group

Mark your Calendars: March 21 7 p.m., Free Concert

R w F""'m:""'ﬂ’ e Kol Sasson has brought rich and unique entertainment to local and
S """" S il e national communities since 1997 ounded by college students who
wanted to share their love of music with the local Jewish community,

" Kol Sasson has since recorded five original CDs, performed around
the country for audiences ranging from religious school children to
senior citizens, and provided music at functions spanning from Jewish
Simchas (Celebrations) to government agency eveiMsst notably,

Kol Sasson has performed for the National Security Agency, for the
| 2008 International Hillel Summit, for former Governor of Maryland
Robert Ehrlich, and in the White House for President George W.
Bush. Kol Sasson was again invited to sing at the White House for the
) 2009 Hanukkahreception.

Come enjoy this Kol Sasson performance with a completely portable form of entertainment and diverse
repertoire of songs including traditional Jewish, American pop, and Israeli pop.

JJC Menos Club Prlesewitnd. Down Wednesd

Want a change fr

PAR 2 Golf Putting Tournament .
your midweek rout

Benefiting the Horty T. Gendzier Summer Scholarship Fund
Come join ua a&aealdi ®ing wy

] chicken dinner accompa

Apr i | 1, 2 &rkkamed peas, cole sla

. . iscuits. Sit and vi si

3:08:00 P ‘attend the Kol Sassor

_ group's concert.

Wor l d Golt Vililaogwareh! 2007 at 6 3

Fame Putting |CoUrg€servations a m

_ Contact R e1s0e0 Oa, t eXx% 2
Family $30 (up|to 4 pl gyers)

Single $10] rose.tincher @ axj ewi

$18/ person

To Join this Family Fun Evelnt 8 In € a&Seta tRIS}.{Fd tog Pt €Y
Gross via email at s4no|es?%}co gﬁstbe reserved

or phoned9@M9
Adul ts only

|



CENTERPIECES Youth & Education

Growing Minds at the JJC Preschool

by Shereen Canady, Director

I n Carol C o @rpwling Mands, [Baildihkg Strong Cognitive
Foundations in Early Childhoods he descri bes childrends Oapproaches t
|l earningbd as: curi osi t y-drectigner si stence, flexibilit)y

engagement, and motivation to learn. These approaches make up the
foundation of school readiness. Research shows that positive
approaches to learning improve soemhotional and academic
outcomes.

At the Jacksonville Jewish Center Preschool, we apply what we know
about how toddlers and preschoolers learn to plan meaningful
experiences. We strive each day to nurture, engage and challenge
our young learners. Look into our classrooms and you will see kids
busy, learning, interacting and blossoming.

Toddlers are especially intrigued with the daily activities they see adults engage in and watch intently agpgrgwn
about the daily tasks of cooking, cleaning, building and fixing. These experiences provide fuel for stories that toddle

tell over and over in their play, with and without words. Recently, both of our Kofim classes, made up of two and threddgeqarticipated in a study
unit on community helpers. They were visited by the fire and police departments. Watching the big fire hose squirt wadertlae parking lot and
sitting in the fire truck were highlights. These kids also learned about cooking and big kitchens from Catrina Ruby fjos &4dering. They used
language in a meaningful manner by entering the big refrigerator and
describing how they felt, 0coldé and then entering the freezer and
that it is much oOcolder 6. Next they Il earned all/l about the Rabbi 8¢

then Mr. Ramon from

maintenance stopped

by to show them tools,

and various parents and

Center members came

by to teach the

children about their

occupations. These

kids learn a great deal

from these

experiences. It helps

build their background

knowledge and

vocabulary.

Our 3-4 year olds in our Parparim class have been broadening their

knowledge by planting vegetable seeds and making daily observations of their

growth. They have also been cooking a great deal and discussing good

nutrition. They are counting by 108s and it is quite impressive t«
count from 10 through 100 and some can count to 200!

Our 4-5 year olds in VPK are busy learning and preparing for Kindergarten.
It is fascinating to listen to their conversations and to watch as they apply
the knowledge they have gained. Our small class size allows our excellent
teachers to group children according to their abilities and needs. They meet
in small groups to work on handwriting, beginning reading, math, art
activities and more. These children are learning to work as a team, how to
focus for longer periods of time, and how to persist even when tasks are
more challenging. Research shows that the brain makes the most incredible
growth in the first five years of life. Peek in one of our VPK rooms and you
will be amazed at what our little ones can do!



