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C E N T E RP I E C E S S p i r i t u a l  C o m m u n i t y 

 

SHABBAT SERVICES  
Services will be led by 

Rabbi Jonathan Lubliner, Rabbi Jesse Olitzky 

and Hazzan Jesse Holzer 

 

Friday, March 2  

Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Miller  

Morning Service: 7:10 AM 

Evening Service: 6 PM 

Candle lighting: 6:08 PM 

Oneg Service: 7:30 PM 
 

Saturday, March 3  

Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin Miller  

Torah Portion: TETZAVEH 

Shaharit: 9 AM 

Minha: 5:15 PM 

 

Friday, March 9  

Morning Service: 7:10 AM 

Evening Service: 6 PM 

Candle lighting: 6:13 PM 
 

Saturday, March 10  

Torah Portion: KI TISSA 

Shaharit: 9 AM 

Minha: 5:15 PM 

 

Friday, March 16  

Morning Service: 7:10 AM 

Evening Service: 6 PM 

Candle lighting: 7:18 PM 
 

Saturday, March 17  

SISTERHOOD SHABBAT  

Torah Portion: VAYAKHEL-PEKUDEI 

Shaharit: 9 AM 

Minha: 6:30 PM 

 

Friday, March 23  

Morning Service: 7:10 AM 

Evening Service: 6 PM 

Candle lighting: 7:22 PM 
 

Saturday, March 24  

MENõS CLUB SHABBAT 

Torah Portion: VAYIKRA 

Shaharit: 9 AM 

Minha: 6:30 PM 

 

Friday, March 30  

Morning Service: 7:10 AM 

Evening Service: 6 PM 

Candle lighting: 7:26 PM 
 

Saturday, March 31  

Torah Portion: TZAV 

Shaharit: 9 AM 

Minha: 6:30 PM 
 

Weekly Service Times:  
Sundays: 

8:30 AM & 6:15 PM 
Monday ð Thursdays:  

7:10 AM & 6:15 PM* 

*On Thursday, March 1, evening minyan 
will begin at 6 PM 

**Daylight savings time begins  

on Saturday evening, March 10  

FOR THE TIMES ARE THEY A-CHANGINõ? 
A  J e w i s h  S y l l a b u s  o n  L e a d e r s h i p  D e v e l o p m e n t   

A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  R a b b i  J o n a t h a n  L u b l i n e r 

I have recently been on a kick of reading presidential biographies: David 

McCulloughõs John Adams, as well as his Truman; Edmund Morrisõ three 

volume series on Theodore Roosevelt; and most recently, Grant: A Biog-

raphy by William McPheely.  While I have always been interested in his-

tory, in reading these books I have been most fascinated about what 

draws individuals to positions of authority, and the ways in which per-

sonal character and power interface with one another.  Why would a  

person want to be President?  How does running for office impact on a 

personõs values and beliefs and vice versa? What happens to an individualõs 

personality once ensconced in the White House? 

Of all the holidays on the religious calendar, Purim and Passover arguably have the most to teach us 

about Jewish leadership values.  Haman seeks power, but is denied access to its prerogatives; Morde-

cai, Esther and Moses are reluctant to embrace the mantle of leadership, but ultimately play pivotal 

roles in shaping Jewish history.  Ahasuerusõ and Pharaohõs characters demonstrate the dichotomy 

between having power and demonstrating genuine leadership; whether malleable and sluggish in the 

case of the Persian ruler, or reactive and intransigent in the case of Egyptõs king, both are guilty of 

passivity ð far from shaping destiny, they are no more than tools in the hands of larger circumstances.  

As midrash ironically observes, despite all of Pharaohõs bluster, in the end the Egyptians were plagued, 

they let Israel go, and their wealth was given to the departing slaves (Mekhilta Bõshalah, Vayehi 3). 

Among presidents my own favorite remains Harry Truman.  While he certainly made his share of 

mistakes and had his blind spots, he also demonstrated a level of personal integrity in simply being 

himself in the public eye.  He came into the office unexpectedly, yet grew in skill and wisdom without 

sacrificing his innate modesty.  He prized loyalty, and never forget a friend, even when politically inex-

pedient.  A faithful husband and devoted father, Truman distrusted politicians who wanted the trust of 

the electorate, but could not even maintain the trust of their spouses. 

In the midst of presidential primaries, we might do well to remember the teaching of our sages: òOne 

who pursues office, office flees from him; one who flees from office is pursued by itó (Tanhuma Vayikra 

§3).  At first blush, reality would seem to contradict the observation.  Pit Bull tenacity, money, talent-

ed spin doctors and a take-no-prisoners attitude are the stuff of which successful candidates are made.  

Yet the real point ð somewhat lost in translation ð is that in the pursuit of office one can often lose 

the very qualities of self that make for successful leadership.  òI wonder how far Moses would have 

gone if he had taken a poll in Egypt,ó Harry Truman once pondered.  Yet how far would contempo-

rary candidates get without constantly taking polls all day long? 

In our time, those who seek office seem to be more intent on turning their opponents into straw men 

than building cases for their own integrity.  The courage to admit mistakes, an expression of genuine 

respect, rather than lip service, for the ideas and achievements of oneõs opponents, a refusal to pander 

for votes, the integrity of articulating oneõs convictions and the humility to acknowledge that no one 

has all the answers . . . these would be on the syllabus of a course in Jewish leadership development.  

Until the Federal Election Commission requires presidential candidates to demonstrate these qualities 

before throwing their hats into the ring, those running for office would do well to keep the same sign 

that President Truman once kept on his desk ð no, not the famous, òThe buck stops here,ó but a quo-

tation from Mark Twain: òAlways do right.  This will gratify some people, and astonish the rest.ó 

As we make our way toward Purim and Passover, holidays rich in lessons of leadership development, 

let us consider the ways in which we can better lead our lives as individuals and together chart the 

future of our community. 

Susan, Avichai, Elior and Itamar join me in wishing you a joyous Purim and a meaningful Passover. 
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C E N T E RP I E C E S           M e m b e r s h i p  

Nachas toé 
...Greg & Barbara Arnold on the birth of a granddaughter, Noa Fay Burkhard, on November  

25.  Parents: Sara Burkhard & Martin Bracke. 

éMarilyn Feldstein, who was recently honored with the "Excellence in Coaching and Mentoring 

Award" from the University of North Florida, the American Society for Training and Development 

(ASTD) and the Society for Human Resource Management (SHRM). 

 éRabbi David & Inge Gaffney on the birth of their first great-grandchild, Ezra Hillel Moche, born 

December 13 to Rabbi Gaffney's granddaughter and her husband, Jordana & Avi Moche.  Jordana's 

parents are Shalva & David Gilner.  

éEsther & Michael Raffol on their marriage on December 31 at the Jacksonville Jewish Center. Parents:  Arlene & Evan 

Yegelwel, and Mary Anne & Robert Raffol. 

éRubye Safer, who celebrated her 95th Birthday on January 12. 

é Jon Mitzmacher on his successful completion of his Doctoral Degree.  We are all very proud of Jon and congratulate him on this 

momentous occasion!  This has been many years of hard work, not an easy task whatsoever! 

é Anita & Jack Dittman, celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary on March 17. 

é Arlene and Jerry Rademan on the engagement of their son, Jason Rademan to Ingrid Mantor, daughter of Robin Mantor and Torgier 

Mantor of Houston, TX. The wedding will be August 4th 2012 in Oslo, Norway.  

é Anne & Leon Silke on the birth of a grandson, Russell Levi Israel, on  November 10. Parents are ð Arlene & Jason Israel of Phoenix. 

é Suzanne & Scott Zimmerman on their daughter, Casie Zimmerman Davidson, winning the ADLõs 2011 Barney Mitz Leadership Award. 

 

We extend our condolences toé 
é Eleanor (Charles) Berman on the passing of her mother, Deborah Sampson, on Friday, November 18 in Jacksonville, FL. 

...Kenneth (Paula) Horn on the passing of his father, William Horn, on December 5 in West Palm Beach, FL. Granddaughter: 

Jennifer (Jon) DeBardeleben; Great-grandchildren: Julia & Josh DeBardeleben.  

éAlbert Levy on the passing of his sister, Lillian Levy Borgh, on December 27 in Atlanta, GA. 

éJon (Kim) Israel on the passing of his father, Archie Israel, on December 26, in New York. Grandchildren: Allie, Ayden, and 

Eliza. 

éDaniel (Robin) Blankstein, on the passing of his mother, Elaine Blankstein, on 

January 22 in Jerusalem, Israel. Grandchildren: Sarah & Aaron Blankstein.  

The entire congregation is invited to 

"Men's Club Shabbat"  

Saturday, March 24  
Men's Club members who would like to participate in 

the service should contact Moti Demri at 268-3408 or 

mdemri@aol.com.  

A special mazel tov to...  
¢ƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ WǳƴƛƻǊ 
!ŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ƛǎ 
ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ  WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ IŀǊǊȅ CǊƛǎŎƘΣ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ .ŜŀǾŜǊ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ нлмн ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 
{Φ .ŀƪŜǊ ά{ƻƭƛŘ !ǎ ! wƻŎƪέ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ ŀ 
ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƛƴ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀǘ мн bƻƻƴΣ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ мфΣ ŀǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ²Ŝƭƭǎ CŀǊƎƻΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ǇǊŜǎǝƎƛƻǳǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
ōŜǎǘƻǿŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ DŀǊȅ /ƘŀǊǘǊŀƴŘΣ 
²ŀȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŜƭƻǊŜǎ ²ŜŀǾŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ 
{ǘŜƛƴΣ [ǳǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ .ƭŀƴŎƘŜ /ƻƎƎƛƴΣ .ƛƭƭ 
ŀƴŘ 9ƭƻƛǎŜ DŀȅΣ 5ŜƭƻǊŜǎ YŜǎƭŜǊΣ ¢ƛƭƭƛŜ 
CƻǿƭŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ IŀǎƪŜƭƭΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŀƭǳǘŜ 
IŀǊǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘȅ aŀȊŀƭ ¢ƻǾ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ф ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
ƭƛŦŜΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǇƘƛƭŀƴǘƘǊƻǇȅΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  

A special thank you to Sonya Morris, and the Byron Morris 

Fund, for the contribution of the beautiful new glass display 

shelves in the Sisterhood Judaica Shop. 
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R e m o v i n g  o u r  M a s k s  

A  M e s s a g e  F r o m  R a b b i  J e s s e  O l i t z k y 

C E N T E RP I E C E S S p i r i t u a l  C o m m u n i t y 

I admit that throughout my childhood, I always tried to fit in. In middle school, I was always trying to keep up with the òcooló kids in class. I 

was listening to the music that they said was cool, watching movies that they claimed were popular, and wearing clothes that were òin.ó I am 

sure that this memory resonates with many of us. Part of the adolescent experience was about trying to fit in. Many of us may not realize it, 

but as adults, we still too often are stuck doing this. The cool music and movies may be replaced by other material goods, but we are still 

striving to be someone that society tells us to be. We are conscious of what we say, what we do, and how we look in public because we 

are concerned with how others will view us. However, if we are only concerned with the perception of another, then we donõt stop to 

think about how we view ourselves. Are we being true to ourselves or are we simply wearing costumes and hiding who we truly are? 

On the 14th day of the Hebrew month of Adar, coinciding this year with March 7th and 8th, we celebrate the festival of Purim. Purim 

celebrates the Jewish people of Shushan being saved from the evil Hamanõs attempt to murder the Jewish community. We honor the 

heroism of Mordecai and Esther (and revel in Hamanõs demise) with food, drinks, and costumes. Some suggest that we wear costumes and 

masks to recreate the various banquets and masquerades found in Megillat Esther. Additionally, we wear costumes because Esther hides her 

true identity in our narrative. In order to be queen, she hides her Jewish identity. After all, while her Hebrew name mentioned at the 

beginning of the Megillah is Hadassah, we all know her as her masked identity: Esther. On Purim, it seems that we acknowledge the masks 

that each of us wear and the parts of ourselves that we keep hidden.  

Masks hide our identities and allow us to be someone 

completely different, but we do not put on masks on 

Purim so that we can be someone other than 

ourselves. Rather, we do so to symbolically 

acknowledge that there are parts of ourselves that we 

keep hidden. We all try to òfit in.ó Even Esther, who 

eventually stood up to Haman, changed her name 

because she too, wanted to be like everyone else. If 

God wanted us all to fit in and conform, then we 

would all be exactly the same. We would look the 

same, have the same talents and skills, and share the 

same beliefs and thoughts. We are different. We are 

unique. We are all ð in our differences ð BõTzelem 

Elohim, made in Godõs image.  

Thus, we do not wear masks on the 14th of Adar so 

that we can pretend to be someone else. We do so to 

experience removing these masks on the 15th of Adar. 

We hide our identities on Purim and pretend to be 

someone that we are not. On the 15th of Adar 

however, we remove those masks. We celebrate our 

differences. We celebrate our uniqueness. We do not 

try to be someone that others want us to be or expect 

us to be. Instead, we embrace the opportunities that 

exist when we are able to be our true selves. May we 

all dress up and celebrate this Purim! May the message 

of Purim give us courage to remove the masks that we 

each wear every day and celebrate our individuality! 

Chag Sameach!  
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C E N T E RP I E C E S A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  J J C 

Marilyn & Louis Safer Shabbaton - Scholar in Residence  
Dr. Reuven Firestone, expert on Jewish -Muslim Relations, comes to Jacksonville 

Jewish Center for Marilyn & Louis Safer Shabbaton, April 20 -22, 2012 
 

Dr. Firestone studied at Hebrew Union College, where he received his masterõs degree in Hebrew literature 

from in 1980 and rabbinic ordination in 1982. He completed his Ph.D at New York University in Arabic and 

Islamic studies in 1988. He has received numerous fellowships for research, in particular for studying holy war 

in both Islamic tradition and Judaism. 
 

From 1987 to 1992, he taught Hebrew literature and directed the Hebrew and Arabic language programs at 

Boston University. Since 1993 he has served as associate and then full professor of Medieval Judaism and Islam 

at Hebrew Union College in Los Angeles. Professor Firestone is also founder and co-director of the Center 

for Muslim-Jewish Engagement (www.usc.edu/cmje).   
 

Professor Firestone has authored several books, including Journeys in Holy Lands: The Evolution of the Abraham-Ishmael Legends in Islamic 

Exegesis (SUNY Press), Jews, Christians, Muslims in Dialogue: A Practical Handbook, with Leonard Swidler and Khalid Duran (New London, 

CT: Twenty-Third Publications, 2006), An Introduction to Islam for Jews (JPS), Who are the Real Chosen People: The Meaning of Chosenness in 

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Skylight Paths),  and over seventy articles on Judaism, Islam, and comparative studies between Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam.   
 

Topics for our upcoming Shabbaton include THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM: An Introduction to Islam and its relationship with Juda-

ism (Friday night); WHOSE JERUSALEM?   The Holy City in Judaism, Christianity and Islam (Shabbat morning); JIHAD: Its histo-

ry, meaning, and bearing on the Middle East (Shabbat afternoon); 

JEWISH-MUSLIM RELATIONS:  How do we see one anoth-

er?  (Saturday evening patronõs reception).  For more information, con-

tact  Lo is  Tompkins  at  268-4200,  ex t .  146 or 

lois.tompkins@jaxjewishcenter.com.. 

tǊŀȅŜǊΣ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Cǳƴ-                                                                                                                                         
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΗ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ мтΣ нлмн 
 

¢ƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ !Řǳƭǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
{ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
{ŎƘƻƭŀǊ ƛƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ [ƛǎŀ YƻƎŜƴΣ ²ƻƳŜƴϥǎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŦƻǊ 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝǾŜ WǳŘŀƛǎƳ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ²ƛǘƘ 
{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǇƭŜƴŘƻǊΥ WŜǿƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀǎ !ƎŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
 
{Ƙŀōōŀǘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ƻǊŀƘ {ǘǳŘȅΥ ±ŀȅŀƪΩƘŜƛƭ ς tΩƪǳŘŜƛ 
!ƴ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ ²ŜŀǾŜǊǎΥ ²ƻƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛǎƘƪŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
IƛŘŘǳǊ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ 
 
{Ƙŀōōŀǘ [ǳƴŎƘ ϧ [ŜŀǊƴ 
.ŀƭŀōǳǎǘŜ ǘƻ bŀƎΥ CǊƻƳ {ŀǊŀƘ ǘƻ {ƻǇƘƛŜΥ ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ aƻǘƘŜǊ 
wŜŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ Ϸмл ƭǳƴŎƘ- 
¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΦ  .ŀōȅǎƛǩƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ w{±tΦ 
 
/ŀǇ ƻũ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ ϧ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 
ϝIƻƻǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ {ǇŀƭŘƛƴƎϝ  !ƴ !5[ ƻŦ ŀ 5ƛũŜǊŜƴǘ YƛƴŘΥ Iƻǿ 
DǊƻǳŎƘƻΣ 9Řƴŀ ϧ wƻŎƪ ¢ƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ tǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜ 
Wƻƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ŬƭƳ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ WŜǿǎ 
ƛƴ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǿŜϥǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ  
 
5ŜǎǎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŜ уΥол ǇƳ ŀƊŜǊ IŀǾŘŀƭƭŀƘ Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ 

 
{ŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜΥ 

WW/ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘΣ оссн /Ǌƻǿƴ tƻƛƴǘ wƻŀŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴǾƛƭƭŜΣ C[ оннрт                                                
wƻƴƴƛ ¢ƛŎƪŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ w{±tΩǎ ŀǘ псу-лофн 

hǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƧƧŎǎƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘǊǎǾǇϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƭƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊƘƻƻŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ŀǊŀ ²ŜǊǿŀ 

ноп-ртнл ƻǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ƧƧŎǎƛǎǇǊŜȊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
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C E N T E RP I E C E S C e n t e n a r i a n s  i n  o u r  m i d s t . . . 

As a congregation with a history that dates back over a hundred years, we have seen our share of remarkable 

members.  Currently, we have three that belong to an exclusive club and whose own long histories are 

intertwined with that of the Center.  These are our centenarians, who experiences at the Center have made a 

strong impact on their lives and have played a prominent part in their own stories. 

 
Maurice (òMauryó) Goldsteinõs family originated in Bucharest.  His mother, Jenny, arrived in Jacksonville as a 

child while his father, Joseph, came to town from Romania when he was 18 years old. It was here in Jacksonville 

that the two of them met through activities at the Center.      

 

Maury and his younger brother Ally were born at home, as was the custom.  The family lived too far from the 

hospital.  However, by the time little brother Billy came along, the family had moved to Riverside, close to St. 

Vincentõs Hospital where Billy was born.  

 

As a youngster Maury attended school at 9th and Perry, Kirby Smith Junior High School and then Duval High 

School.  Maury transferred to and graduated from the then newly constructed Robert E. Lee High.  He received his undergraduate and law degrees 

from the University of Florida. 
 

An active participant in the Centerõs Hebrew School, he remembers the school was located in the basement of the Center building and was well 

attended by the children in the neighborhood.  He jokingly recalled the young boys would wish each other òI wish I never knew youó instead of òI wish 

you a happy new yearó at the time of the high holidays in the fall. Even then, boys were boys! 

 

Maury recalls the Jewish community of the early 1900s lived primarily along Monroe, Duval and Adams Streets.  The neighborhood boys would often 

get together to play baseball and football.  He spent time at the YMHA and remembers one particular bazaar where his mother was voted the most 

beautiful woman in Jacksonville!   

 

Maury met his future wife, Hilda Katz, at a house where he and his Center friends would hang out.  She was a member of the Friends to the End club  

which met at the synagogue. Maury and Hilda eloped in order to save the expenses and were married by a rabbi in Daytona Beach.  Today Maury and 
Hilda are blessed with two daughters, four grandchildren and two great-grandchildren!  They have celebrated many life cycle events with the 

congregation over the years.  Asked about his most memorable experience at the Center, Maury replied he couldnõt 

remember from year to year, which is why he always looks forward to getting his Center yearbook each year. 

 

Tessie Taxierõs family originated in Austria.  Her parents met in New York where Tessie was born on December 28, 

1910.  Growing up on the lower east side was an exciting experience as she loved the rich cultural life of the city during 

her young years; she remembers the Yiddish theaters in particular. 

 

At the time of Tessieõs father death in 1920, the family had moved from the Lower East Side to the Bronx.  Her mother 

opened up a restaurant on the 3rd floor of the apartment building where the family was living.  It was a private kosher 
restaurant which obtained its patrons only through word of mouth; no advertising whatsoever!  For sixty five cents one 

could purchase a homemade, seven course meal, which included challah, fresh fish and, of course, cookies for dessert.  

Tessie was not allowed to help her mother with any of the cooking; her job was to study and do her homework.  Tessie 

recalls her mother rising very early in the morning to go to the market to buy fish, which would be kept alive in the bath 

tub from Wednesday until Friday when her mother would prepare it for Shabbat. 

 

Tessie enjoyed playing piano which she studied for 14 years and reading when she was young.  She pursued a general course of study at City College of 

New York wanting to become a teacher.  Tessie was a modern woman intent on making her own path with without the help of a boyfriend or husband!  

However, one day a friend of her mother, called to arrange a date for her sonõs friend, òa very nice fellow.ó  Reticently, Tessie agreed to have this boy 

call her and the rest is history.   

 
Tessie met Samuel Taxier in February and they married in August.  He worked for the Pennsylvania Drug Company as a pharmacist and often worked 

odd hours.  Tessie and Sam were married for 55 years.  Tessie has two daughters and five grandchildren with whom she enjoys speaking on the phone 

often. 

 

In 1946, the family moved to Jacksonville and Sam opened a drug store together with his brother-in-law, Samuel Kramer.  They had challenges, trying to  

find a landlord who would rent an apartment to families with children.  Tessie found many in the community to be friendly and helpful.  In fact, she 

fondly recalls Jack Becker, who rented an apartment to the family near the drug store.  She also remembers studying with Horty Gendzier at home 

since they lived in close proximity.  She had wanted to learn Hebrew as a young girl, but never had the opportunity until she came to Jacksonville.  Her 

daughters worked at the Centerõs day camp and were involved in various aspects of its programs.  Tessie finds the congregation at the Center to be 

very friendly and down to earth, and is pleased with the currently welcoming nature of the Center today.  

 
Our third member, Doll Davis , currently resides at River Garden and was not available to be interviewed for this article. 

 

These three individuals have lived amazing lives, and have more stories to tell than space permits here.  We are proud that the Center has played such 

a strong role in their own histories and hope many more members will join this prestigious social club.  Membership is free. 
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C E N T E RP I E C E S   A f f i l i a t e d  O r g a n i z a t i o n s    

Wind Down Wednesday 

Want a change from 
your midweek routine? 

Come join us and enjoy a delicious fried 
chicken dinner accompanied by [parve] 
creamed peas, cole slaw, French fries, 
biscuits. Sit and visit with old friends, or 
attend the Kol Sasson A Cappella 

group's concert. 

March 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

Reservations a must! 
Contact Rose at 292-1000, ext. 110 

or 
rose.tincher@jaxjewishcenter.com.   

$18/person  

Open seating, but tables of eight 
can be reserved. 

Adults only.  

Kol Sasson has brought rich and unique entertainment to local and 

national communities since 1997.  Founded by college students who 

wanted to share their love of music with the local Jewish community, 

Kol Sasson has since recorded five original CDs, performed around 

the country for audiences ranging from religious school children to 

senior citizens, and provided music at functions spanning from Jewish 

Simchas (Celebrations) to government agency events.  Most notably, 

Kol Sasson has performed for the National Security Agency, for the 

2008 International Hillel Summit, for former Governor of Maryland 

Robert Ehrlich, and in the White House for President George W. 

Bush. Kol Sasson was again invited to sing at the White House for the 

2009 Hanukkah  reception. 

Come enjoy this  Kol Sasson performance with a completely portable form of entertainment and diverse 

repertoire of songs including traditional Jewish, American pop, and Israeli pop. 

University of Marylandõs Premier 

Jewish A Cappella Group  

Mark your Calendars: March 21 7 p.m., Free Concert  

 
The Jacksonville Jewish Center 

& 
Margoüs Kosher Catering 

Invite you to our 

Congregational Purim Dinner  

To Join this Family Fun Event, Please RSVP to Steven 
Gross via email at s4noles1@comcast.net 

or phone 619 ï 4904 

JJC Menôs Club Presents... 

PAR 2 Golf Putting Tournament  
Benefiting the Horty T. Gendzier Summer Scholarship Fund  

April 1, 2012 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 
World Golf Village Hall of 
Fame Putting Course 

 
Family $30 (up to 4 players)      

Single $10 
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C E N T E RP I E C E S Y o u t h  &  E d u c a t i o n 

Growing Minds at the JJC Preschool  
by Shereen Canady, Director 

In Carol Coppleõs book Growing Minds, Building Strong Cognitive 

Foundations in Early Childhood, she describes childrenõs òapproaches to 

learningó as: curiosity, persistence, flexibility, self-direction, 

engagement, and motivation to learn.   These approaches make up the 

foundation of school readiness.  Research shows that positive 

approaches to learning improve social-emotional and academic 

outcomes.   

At the Jacksonville Jewish Center Preschool, we apply what we know 

about how toddlers and preschoolers learn to plan meaningful 

experiences.   We strive each day to nurture, engage and challenge 

our young learners.   Look into our classrooms and you will see kids 

busy, learning, interacting and blossoming. 

Toddlers are especially intrigued with the daily activities they see adults engage in and watch intently as grown-ups go 

about the daily tasks of cooking, cleaning, building and fixing.    These experiences provide fuel for stories that toddlers 

tell over and over in their play, with and without words.  Recently, both of our Kofim classes, made up of two and three year olds, participated in a study 

unit on community helpers.  They were visited by the fire and police departments.  Watching the big fire hose squirt water across the parking lot and 

sitting in the fire truck were highlights.  These kids also learned about cooking and big kitchens from Catrina Ruby from Margoõs Catering.  They used 

language in a meaningful manner by entering the big refrigerator and 

describing how they felt, òcoldó and then entering the freezer and noticing 

that it is much òcolderó.  Next they learned all about the Rabbiõs job, and 

then Mr. Ramon from 

maintenance stopped 

by to show them tools, 

and various parents and 

Center members came 

by to teach the 

children about their 

occupations.  These 

kids learn a great deal 

f r o m  t h e s e 

experiences.  It helps 

build their background 

k n o w l e d g e  a n d 

vocabulary.   

Our 3-4 year olds in our Parparim class have been broadening their 

knowledge by planting vegetable seeds and making daily observations of their 

growth.  They have also been cooking a great deal and discussing good 

nutrition.  They are counting by 10õs and it is quite impressive to hear them 

count from 10 through 100 and some can count to 200!   

Our 4-5 year olds in VPK are busy learning and preparing for Kindergarten.  

It is fascinating to listen to their conversations and to watch as they apply 

the knowledge they have gained.  Our small class size allows our excellent 

teachers to group children according to their abilities and needs.  They meet 

in small groups to work on handwriting, beginning reading, math, art 

activities and more.  These children are learning to work as a team, how to 

focus for longer periods of time, and how to persist even when tasks are 

more challenging.  Research shows that the brain makes the most incredible 

growth in the first five years of life.  Peek in one of our VPK rooms and you 

will be amazed at what our little ones can do!  


